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From The Secretary’s Desk  

This year was one that was unprecedented. As COVID-19 ravaged our planet, we at Other 
Media had to adapt to a new normal. Our activities went off quietly and smoothly, with 
most of our staff adapting without much trouble to the new work from home culture.  

In the past year, The Other Media’s efforts have converged under our main programmes, 
namely Community Environmental Monitoring, Coastal Resource Centre, Healthy Energy 
Initiative and the International Campaign for Justice in Bhopal. Through this report, we are 
pleased to provide a brief look into The Other Media’s work in 2020-2021. 

Looking ahead, we hope to carry forward into the next year our initiatives with the hope 
that it has a meaningful impact on the lives and livelihoods of the communities we strive to 
support.  

K. Saravanan  

General Secretary  



Our Activities  
Campaign staff and volunteers associated with The Other Media have carried out the 
following work in the year 2020-2021  

• Despite the lockdown, Mapping of livelihood spaces, and land, river and sea use by 
local communities of over 20 villages were carried out This has helped secure 
livelihood commons, guarantee access pathways to sea and resolve disputes over 
fishing grounds between fishing villages. 

• Publication and dissemination among coastal communities of fact sheets and 
infographics on environmental laws protecting coastal areas and natural resources. 

• Educating coastal communities on climate change, sea level rise and the need for long-
term housing, and their rights under the Constitution and the Coastal Regulation Zone 
Notification, 2011 and 2018.  

• As a result of our engagement, an eco-restoration plan for Ennore Creek was launched  

• India’s first report detailing the environmental impacts of coastal aquaculture on 
fisheries was authored  

• Support to various groups in Westbengal, Andhrapradesh and Kerala on coastal 
capacity building was carried out. 

• In collaboration with the Healthy Energy Initiative program of The Other Media, took air 
samples from 20 locations in Chennai and published a report on the state of air quality 
in the city. 

• Training for youth from coastal communities on identifying violations of the law 

• Providing legal training/capacity building, legal support and tools to communities to 
hold polluters and environmental offenders accountable. 

• Supporting Demand for Long Term Housing for Coastal Fisherfolk  



• Training communities for environmental monitoring, monitoring air quality in pollution 
impacted regions, assisting communities in understanding and critiquing EIAs. 

• Published report on air quality in several cities of India in collaboration with different 
partners, including State Health Resource Centre (Chattisgarh), Doctors for Clean Air-
Chattisgarh and Doctors for Clean Air- Tamil Nadu. 

• Supported State Health Resource Centre Chattisgarh carry out an Health Impact 
Assessement in pollution impacted communities  

• Supported legislative action on Air Pollution and Health  

• Supported clean drinking water campaign in cuddalore industrial area 

• Conducted a town hall discussion on clearing up chennai’s air with elected 
representatives participating  

• Carried out health studies to help communities assert their right to health. 

• Support for Gas victims in Bhopal during covid, as gas victims have two or more 
comorbidities are subject to severe infection.  

• Action plan to reduce death, and testing, hospitalisation support etc. 

The Other Media will continue to offer support to local communities in their efforts to 
secure the environment, livelihoods, well-being, and their right to a life of dignity.  



People 
The small and dedicated team of staff include  

•K Saravanan – Chennai  

•Pooja Kumar – Chennai  

•Dr. Vishvaja Sambath – Chennai  

•Nitha Thankam George - Kerala  

•Durga Moorthy - Chennai  

•Prasanth J – Chennai  

•Muthumari - Chennai 

•S. Palayam – Chennai  

•Krishna Elumalai – Chennai  

•Arul Selvam – Cuddalore  

•Nasreen Khan  – Bhopal  

The Other Media’s team works with along with public spirited volunteers in taking our work 
forward.  




